
October 3, 1950. 

Dr. It;, C. Atwod, 
3ept. Zmlogy, 
Columbia Wwraity, 
NW York 27, !q.Y. 

Your J-Qtter reedved yea)csrdq AU, Lqd Ix88 glad of it too, beeauae 
the buzzad you mdA.oned wlkcrd into the lab at about 4830 yeatsslay af- 
tmwoon, He wwsna a vwy intared.ng fellow, and I hope we'll 6ee a good 
deal-of hti while he is here. 

Peggy Licsb ha been tillting and sr3.tl.ng to: about work- here possibly 
in 1951-52, I had to put her off for the curr*t ye= because we s?+ly did 
not have '3pa.ct3, but tire are SON hopa for zaaalioraticcn next September. 
Of course, 1 think that Peggy should certainly be looking for ;i. regular powitio@, 
rather than trying to plecs out her ftrture in feU.owahips, but addo from 
t&t, I muld qprecitti~ your oonfid&isl evaluation crf her laboratory porsonalify 
and her rsaroning pomw. Hsr +rformmco at Columbw ww aomwhat of a coamdown, 
but IIn not 13um whether this ua3 her innate quality, or the problem ahe mm 
working on. Eva with wr expansion, aa'd havs to asqueeze to take her, and Itar 
a littb tired of &he pasaabh but unbrilliant quality of th6 craw I'm at&k 
with now. ala4 would you think" 



We were shocked to hear of Roger’s troubles. He was an mfully goodlooking 
young fellow the ome or twice I met him. 

Our summer in Berkeley (and en route) wa8 colorless compared to Ryan’8 
flamboyant experienaes, but we had a good and rerfful time honsthelrsr. Wo 
got to know Roger Staanier aomwhat better, and Had a very good time with him. 

I don’t know if you want any oomnent from me about your local conferenaos, 
but I don’t me what harm it would do to let Deuterec know that he is weleom. 
It is doubtful he would attend wry eften if he is not given the chance to 
run the show, but I never could getvused to the idea of an exclusive club. If 
I was at al_1 cagey about the Midwest affair, itIs only because Aaron and Sa. 
are running it and putting up some of ths funds. If anything, Diwis ti ad&g 
to be excluded on the grounds of obstreperousness (don’t take this seriously!) 

%thm and I are3 or are going to be, wry much anused at ~yanbsr trawlogw. 
I don’t know whether the department could make a better omfit by publishing it, 
or tjy wing it for blackmail. By the my, ware the Dufo aldve on arrival? 

I ham lately been acresnhg a larger number of coli isolates for crossability 
with K-12 bs,a corsbination nutritional-inhibitor selection ;ilethod: a 1612 derivative 
which is X-S i$ p&ted with a ,wild ieolata, X+Ss on streptomycin minim& which 
selects for X+S rewmbinants (and rare S’ mutants). Q-d.3 works beautifully 
Wi 9 X-12, but aorpll 50 o&w iaolatas so far tested do not cross with the K-12 
X4-3 in moaawable yield, with one exoeption that I had had some previous evidence 
for intercrossabiJ.ity. This one erossea extremely poorly, but 1 have a number 
f-1 isolates which might backcroare more readily to LX?. The now strain in auccoa~+ 
a& produces a colicin for Ll2, andI’m trying to ex5raot these qenes md transfer 
tslein to X-12. some very funny,(but too confusing to report) thin&s are happening 
with the co1ici.h. I’ve &IO had so.me indication of transgrassive segregation, 
some of the f-la f ermarnting suurose more intensely than eiths r wild type parent. 
One of the pumling things about these crosaea is the vary tight linkages betwaoh 
unsiiiectad markera. I*:1 wondering whether the 9ecombinPnW1 may not be some snore 
complex ;ene sxcknge (insertiona?j than simple crossihg over. They are not a@& 
heterozygotm, 
phenotypes: 

stable or un&abLe, because their ia no grefermce for dominant 

Best to all the Atwoods, 

sincerely, 

Joshua. 


